
              
                                                                              Sponsored by:____________________ 

 

                                                                              Seconded by: _____________________ 

 

                                                  CITY OF HOBOKEN 

                                                  ORDINANCE NO. _________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT ARTICLE XXV SIGNAGE DESIGNATING DRIVEWAYS AND 
LOADING ZONES OF CHAPTER 190 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE CITY OF HOBOKEN 

ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” TO AMEND RESTRICTIONS FOR PARKING IN FRONT OF DRIVEWAYS 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOBOKEN DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:  

 

Section One:  The following amendments shall be made to the “Parking in front of Driveway” section of 

Hoboken City Code Section 190-41.1:  

 

190-41.1 Parking in front of Driveway 

 

G. markings for driveway shall not exceed the minimum necessary clearance to safely ingress and egress 

the driveway.   

 

H. No permits shall be issued for multi use or connecting driveways. 

 

Section Two: All ordinances and parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. This 

ordinance shall be part of the Hoboken Code as though codified and fully set forth therein. The City Clerk 

shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the official copies of the Hoboken code. Proper signs 

shall be erected in accordance with the current “Manual on Traffic Control Devices.”  This ordinance shall 

take effect as provided by law. 

 

Date of Introduction: January 18, 2012  
 

Introduction:  

 

Councilperson Yea Nay Abstain No Vote  

Theresa Castellano     

Peter Cunningham     

Jen Giattino     

Carol Marsh     

Elizabeth Mason     

David Mello     

Tim Occhipinti     

Michael Russo     

President Ravi Bhalla     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Final Reading: 

 

 

Councilperson Yea Nay Abstain No Vote 

Theresa Castellano     

Peter Cunningham     

Jen Giattino     

Carol Marsh     

Elizabeth Mason     

David Mello     

Tim Occhipinti     

Michael Russo     

President Ravi Bhalla     
 

Approved as to Legal Form:      Vetoed by the Mayor for the following 
      reasons:       

             

_________________________________          
Mark A. Tabakin, Corporation Counsel          

             

Adopted by the Hoboken City Council    -or- 

By a Vote of  ____ Yeas to  ____ Nays     Approved by the Mayor 

On the ____ day of _____, 2012    On the ___ day of _____, 2012  

 
_____________________________          

James Farina, City Clerk    Dawn Zimmer, Mayor  

 

 

 
 





Sponsored by: ____________________ 
  

                                                     Seconded by: ____________________ 
  
 

City of Hoboken 
Ordinance No.:______ 

  
AN ORDINANCE DELETING THE CURRENT CHAPTER §196-31 IN ITS ENTIRETY 

AND REPLACING IT WITH A NEW CHAPTER §196-31 ENTITLED 
“SIGNS & SIGNAGE” 

 
 

WHEREAS, the language, rules and regulations of Chapter 196-31 of the current Code 
of the City of Hoboken have become antiquated and outdated; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is in the City ‘s best interest to update the City Code to reflect modern 
issues and conditions and to promote an aesthetic consistent with the Master Plan and 
the character of our vibrant, urban, pedestrian oriented city. 

 
Now THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Hoboken, County of 
Hudson, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
SECTION ONE:  DELETION 
 
Section §196-31 of the Code of the City of Hoboken entitled “Signs”, as it currently 
exists, and shown below, is hereby deleted in its entirety. 
 
§ 196-31. Signs.  
 
Signs may be erected and maintained only when in compliance with the following 
conditions:  
 
A. General regulations shall be as follows:  
 

(1) Interference with vision and safety.  
 

(a) Signs, other than municipal, county or state traffic direction signs, shall not be 
erected within the right-of-way of any street, nor shall any sign be located so as 
to be a traffic hazard.  
 
(b) No sign of any type shall be permitted to obstruct driving vision, traffic signals, 
traffic direction and identification signs, adjacent properties, businesses or signs, 
or windows or buildings on which they are located.  
 
(c) No sign shall project into a public way traversed by vehicles or pedestrians.  

 
(2) Action by Building Inspector.  

 



(a) A permit shall be secured from the Building Inspector for the erection, 
alteration or reconstruction of any signs, other than nameplates, identifications, 
sales or rental signs.  
 
(b) Whenever a sign becomes structurally unsafe or endangers the safety of the 
public or the building to which it is affixed, the Building Inspector shall order such 
sign to be made safe or removed. Such order shall be complied with within 10 
days thereof by the person, firm or corporation owning or using the sign or the 
owner of the building or premises on which the unsafe sign is affixed or erected.  
 

(3) Temporary signs. All temporary signs erected for a special event, such as an 
election or a sale, shall be removed by the property owner when the event shall have 
taken place. No permit is required for such temporary signs, provided that they do 
not exceed 32 square feet and provided that all temporary signs, other than election 
signs, shall not remain in place more than four weeks.  
 
(4) Illuminated, flashing and animated signs.  

 
(a) No sign with red, green, amber or blue in a flashing beam or beacon form 
shall be erected.  
 
(b) All lighted signs shall be indirectly illuminated so that such light source is 
properly shielded from residences and streets.  
 
(c) Signs using mechanical and/or electrical devices to display movement or the 
illusion of movement are prohibited in all districts, except that signs displaying the 
time and/or temperature shall be permitted.  

 
B. Signs in residential districts. The following signs are permitted in residential districts:  
 

(1) Nameplate and identification signs. A sign indicating the name and/or address of 
the occupants may be permitted, provided that the sign shall be no larger than two 
square feet. A permitted home occupation may be included with the name of the 
occupant and occupation. Only one sign per dwelling unit is permitted.  
 
(2) Sales or rental signs. Signs advertising the sale or rental of the premises upon 
which they are located may be permitted, provided that:  
 

(a) The size of any such sign is not in excess of eight square feet.  
 
(b) Not more than one sign is placed upon any property.  
 
(c) Such signs shall be promptly removed when premises are sold or rented.  

 
(3) Institutional signs. Signs of schools, colleges, churches or other institutions of 
similar public or semipublic nature may be erected and maintained, provided that:  
 

(a) The size of such sign is not in excess of 25 square feet.  
 
(b) Not more than one such sign is placed on a property, unless such property 
front is upon more than one street, in which event two such signs may be 



erected, one on each of two frontages. In the event that the property has 800 feet 
of frontage on one road or has a number of entrances or exits, the Planning 
Board may authorize placement of additional signs.  
 
(c) If illumination is permitted, lights must be placed so as not to shine directly or 
indirectly on neighboring properties.  
 

(4) Retail businesses and services. The total gross advertising area of a sign for a 
retail business or service in a residential district shall not exceed 10% of the area of 
the first story of the building frontage to which it is attached. Where signs are 
required for retail uses on floors, other than the first or street level floor, the total area 
of all signs displayed on such building frontage shall not exceed 20% of the area of 
the first floor building frontage. For buildings with more than one retail use, each use 
shall be permitted no more than one sign for each street frontage, and the maximum 
area of all signs on a building frontage shall not exceed 20% of the area of the first 
floor frontage.  
 

C. Signs in special and industrial districts.  
 

(1) Special districts.  
 

(a) Retail businesses or services, hotels, motels and other commercial activities 
shall be permitted one primary sign each, which shall be attached flat against a 
wall. The primary sign shall not exceed an area equivalent to 10% of the area of 
the first story of the building frontage to which it is attached, but not to exceed 
200 square feet for a hotel or motel or 100 square feet for other uses, whichever 
is smaller. Signs may be lighted.  
 
(b) In addition to the signs otherwise permitted under this Article within the district 
in which a planned development is located, a planned development shall be 
permitted one freestanding lighted sign which shall not exceed a height of 10 feet 
nor a width of six feet. The precise location of the sign shall be approved by the 
Planning Board as part of the site plan approval process with due regard to 
issues of traffic safety and the need for proper identification of the planned 
development and the uses located therein.  

 
(2) Industrial districts.  

 
(a) Service stations may be permitted one freestanding lighted sign and one 
lighted sign attached flat against the building. The freestanding sign shall not be 
closer to any street than 30 feet and shall not exceed a height of 25 feet nor an 
area of 48 square feet. The attached sign shall not exceed 48 square feet in area 
or be higher than the height of the roofline.  
 
(b) Each structure shall be permitted unlighted signs identifying tenants or 
owners. Total area of the signs shall not exceed 10% of the area of the wall to 
which it is attached or 200 square feet, whichever is smaller. There shall be no 
more than three separate signs on any one wall.  

 
D. Advertising signs. Advertising signs shall not be permitted in any zoning district in the 
City of Hoboken.  



 
E. Permanent signs in Historic Subdistricts.  
 

(1) General provisions.  
 

(a) All signage within an historic district or on a designated historic landmark shall 
conform to all city codes and shall require a certificate of appropriateness or of 
no effect. Any sign hereafter erected, displayed or repaired [more than 50% of 
replacement] within an historic district or on a landmark shall conform to the 
provisions of this section and any other ordinance or regulation of the City of 
Hoboken.  
 
(b) All signage shall reflect the historic character of the area of the proposed sign 
placement and will respect the size, scale and mass of the facade, building 
height and rhythms and sizes of windows and door openings.  
 

(2) Prohibited signs. Large mechanical portable signs shall not be permitted within 
historic districts or on historic landmarks. Other signs which shall not be permitted 
are:  

 
(a) Any sign placed upon a building, structure, object or site in any manner which 
disfigures, damages or conceals any window opening, door or significant 
architectural feature/detail of any building.  
 
(b) Any sign which is not directly identified or associated with a permitted use in a 
specific district or landmark.  
 
(c) Any sign which is abandoned for more than six months or damaged beyond 
50% of its replacement value.  
 
(d) Any attachment to an already affixed sign which does not meet the provisions 
of the City Code.  
 
(e) Any roof-mounted signs, except in the case of landmark signs.  
 

(3) Regulations.  
 

(a) All signs shall comply with the following regulations:  
 

[1] No sign shall be placed in such a position that it will cause danger to 
traffic on a street by obscuring the view.  
 
[2] No sign other than official traffic signs shall be erected within or shall 
project over the lines of any street right-of-way unless specifically 
authorized.  
 
[3] No sign shall be backlighted within the historic districts. No sign shall be 
lighted with flashing lights. No sign shall be lighted with lights that are 
disproportionately large in relation to the building facade.  
 



[4] In addition to the other requirements of this section, every sign referred 
to in this section must be constructed of durable materials, must be kept in 
good condition and repair and shall not be allowed to become dilapidated.  

 
(b) Hanging signs shall also comply with the following regulations:  

 
[1] The maximum projection of hanging signs from the building surface shall 
not exceed four feet. In no event shall any sign extend over the public right-
of-way.  
 
[2] The support of such signs shall be of materials in keeping with the 
historic character of the district.  
 
[3] The size of such sign shall be in proportion to the building facade on 
which it is displayed, but in no event shall the size of the sign exceed eight 
square feet.  
 
[4] The face of the sign shall represent the name of the firm, store or 
establishment or represent the craft, guild or profession practiced therein.  
 
[5] The minimum distance between the ground and the bottom of such 
signs shall be eight feet.  
 
[6] Hanging signs shall not be allowed in noncommercial areas.  

 
(4) Signs for residential buildings permitted. The following signs are permitted:  

 
(a) A nameplate sign situated within the property lines and bearing only the name 
and address of the principal occupants or home occupation/professional office, 
provided that the sign does not exceed 24 square inches in total area.  
 
(b) One "For Sale" or "For Rent" sign may be erected on the property to be sold 
or rented, except that on corner properties an additional sign may be erected on 
the side of the building. Signs shall not exceed four square feet in area.  
 

(5) Signs for mixed-use/commercial buildings permitted. Wall signs are permitted on 
each building wall that faces on a street, subject to the following limitations and 
requirements:  
 

(a) The requirements of Subsection E(4)(a) and (b) above.  
 
(b) Not more than one wall sign shall be permitted for each business 
establishment or use located in the building except for corner buildings which will 
be allowed one minor sign not to exceed six square feet.  
 
(c) No such sign shall extend farther than six inches from the face of the building 
wall to which it is attached.  
 
(d) The height of any sign shall not exceed three feet or 20% of the height of the 
building wall to which it is attached, whichever is less.  
 



(e) The total of the widths of all such signs may be equal to the building wall to 
which they are attached.  

 
F. Banners, flags and/or pennants that promote the consumption of alcohol shall be 
prohibited. 
 
SECTION TWO:  ADDITION 
 
The following Section is hereby added to the City Code of the City of Hoboken: 
 

 
§196-31 Signs and Signage 
 
§196-31.1 Definitions 
 
The following words and terms, when used in this ordinance, shall have the following 
meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. 

Awning Sign – A sign that is mounted, painted, or attached to an awning or other 
window or door canopy.  Awnings may be fixed or retractable.  The sign area of an 
awning is based on the total gross printed area. 

Billboard – A commercial sign that directs attention to a business, commodity, 
service, or entertainment conducted, sold or offered at a location other than the 
premises on which the sign is located. 

Blade Sign – A vertically oriented wall sign that projects from the façade of the 
building to which it is attached. 

Bulletin Board – A sign that identifies an institution or organization on whose 
premises it is located and that contains the name of the institution or organization, 
the names of individuals connected with it, and general announcements of events 
or activities occurring at the institution, or similar messages. 

Bus Shelter Sign – Advertising signs that are enclosed by a frame, glass or are 
otherwise mounted to a bus shelter. 

Canopy Sign – A sign that is affixed to a ridged building canopy.  See also Awning 
Signs. 

Directional Sign – Signs limited to directional messages such as “one way,” 
“entrance,” and “exit.” 

Feather Flag Sign – Temporary advertising signs made of lightweight cloth that are 
supported by a light weight freestanding pole or frame. 

Freestanding Sign – Any of a group of sign types, including but not limited to; A-
frames, poster signs, “swinger” or “springer” signs, specifically designed for use on 
the sidewalk, and not permanently affixed to a building or other structure. 

Governmental Sign – A sign erected and maintained pursuant to an in discharge of 
any governmental functions or required by law, ordinance, or other governmental 
regulation. 

Pole Sign – A sign that is mounted on a freestanding pole or other support so that 
the bottom edge of the sign face is six (6) feet or more above grade. 



Political Sign – A temporary sign announcing or supporting political candidates or 
issues in connection with any national, state, or local election. 

Portable Sign – See Freestanding Sign. 

Projecting Sign – A sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon a building for 
support and that projects more than twelve (12) inches from the façade of that 
building. 

Real Estate Sign – A sign pertaining to the sale or lease of the premises, or a 
portion of the premises, on which the sign is located. 

Roof Sign – A sign that is mounted on the roof of a building or that is wholly 
dependent upon a building for support and that projects above the top edge or roof 
line of a building with a flat roof, the eave line of a building with a gambrel, gable, 
or hip roof, or the deck line of a building with a mansard roof. 

Sign Area – The entire face of a sign, including the advertising surface and any 
framing, trim, or molding but not including the supporting structure; or the unprinted 
area of an awning. 

Suspended Sign – A sign hanging from a marquee, awning, porch or canopy. 

Temporary Sign – A sign or advertising display constructed of cloth, canvas, fabric, 
plywood, or other light material and designed or intended to be displayed for a 
short period of time.  Other than political signs, temporary signs shall not remain in 
place more than four (4) weeks unless expressly approved by the Zoning Officer. 

Wall Sign – A sign fastened to, or painted on, the wall of a building or structure in 
such a manner that the wall becomes the supporting structure for, or forms the 
background surface of, the sign and that does not project more than twelve (12) 
inches from such building or structure. 

Window Sign – A sign that is painted or mounted onto a windowpane, or that is 
hung directly inside a window for the purpose or effect of identifying any premises 
from the sidewalk or street; or for advertising special sales, events, or products. 
 

 

§196-31.2 Compliance, Certification and Permits. 

A. All signs hereinafter erected, altered, enlarged, relocated, or repaired shall 
require a Certificate of Zoning Compliance issued by the Zoning Officer and a 
Building Permit issued by the Construction Code Official.   

B. Applications shall include the following: 

(1) Drawings indicating plot plan, building elevation, sections showing sign 
location, size, type, material, method of attachment and indicating all 
other existing wall signs, projecting signs, and/or other signs on the 
building, lighting and support details. 

(2)    Proof of ownership or authorization of the owner to erect a sign. 

C. Signs; on buildings, structures, or property, whether public or private, 
designated a historic site, or located within any historic district; erected, 



altered, enlarged, relocated, or repaired, must obtain prior approval from the 
Hoboken Historic Preservation Commission. 

D. Exceptions.  Those signs enumerated in 196-31.3.A below do not require 
zoning or building permits. 
 
 

§196-31.3 Signs Permitted In All Districts. 

A. Signs Permitted in All Districts. 

(1) Any public notice or warning required by a valid and applicable Federal, 
State, County, or local law, regulation or ordinance. 

(2) Traffic control signs which meet Department of Transportation 
standards, and which contain no commercial message of any sort. 

(3) Governmental and public utility signs. 

(4) Flags of the United States, New Jersey, the City of Hoboken, flags of 
any foreign nation, or other flags with purely non-commercial purposes. 

(5) Signs or banners advertising public or quasi-public events that are 
posted with the permission of the City of Hoboken according to 
guidelines set by the City of Hoboken and with a set time limit to their 
posting. 

(6) Any sign indicating the name of a building and/or date of construction 
and/or other incidental information about its construction, which may be 
cut into a masonry surface or made of bronze or of similar permanent 
material such as historic tables, cornerstones, memorial plaques and 
emblems.  Such “address signs” shall be no larger than two (2) square 
feet.  No more than two (2) such signs shall appear on any single 
building façade, and no more than three (3) on any two (2) adjoining 
facades. 

(7) Any sign which is inside a building, not attached to a window or door, 
and is not readable from a distance of more than three (3) feet beyond 
the lot line of the lot or parcel nearest to where such sign is located. 

(8) Real estate signs for the sale or rental of the premises upon which the 
sign is posted provided that the sign is no more than eight (8) square 
feet and removed within one (1) week of the date of sale or rental of the 
property.  One (1) sign shall be permitted per dwelling or commercial 
unit listed for sale or rent, however, no single real estate company, 
office or agency shall display more than one (1) sign regardless of the 
number of listed units. 

(9) Political signs may be displayed for a period of not more than sixty (60) 
days prior to an election and no more than three (3) days after the 
election. 



B. Signs Prohibited in All Districts. 

(1) Signs which interfere with, disrupt, or block a pedestrian or vehicular 
circulation pattern or site line, and which constitute a safety hazard to 
persons or vehicles. 

(2) Signs projected, painted, printed or written, or otherwise attached in any 
manner to a public sidewalk. 

(3) “Illuminated Signs” which have interior or exterior flashing light sources, 
which have intermittent or variable intensity lighting, or which cause 
glare on pedestrian or vehicular circulation patterns within or into 
residential areas. 

(4) Privately owned or operated signs which simulate or resemble by color, 
size, shape, or location any governmental, public utility, official, traffic, 
directional or warning sign or device. 

(5) Advertising signs for products or services on any building exclusively 
used for residential purposes, or on any structure, fence or lot where the 
product or service is not made, produced, assembled, stored or sold. 

(6) Signs which move either by wind, motion, mechanical or electrical 
means, except signs with time or temperature messages. 

(7) Feather flags. 

(8) Roof signs. 

(9) Signs on any building façade not fronting on a public right-of-way or 
driveway with direct access to a public right-of-way. 

(10) Signs applied to the façade of a building which cover any portion of a 
window, cornice or other architectural detail of the building. 

(11) Televisions used for promotional purposes projected onto the public 
right-of-way. 

(12) Billboard signs. 
 
 
§196-31.4 Signs Permitted in Residential, Waterfront and Redevelopment 

Districts. 

In addition to the permitted signs enumerated in 196-31.3.A, the following signs are 
permitted in Residential (R), Waterfront (W), and Redevelopment (RDV) districts: 

(1) Home Occupation signs, identifying a permitted use in residential 
districts, affixed to the structure, and not exceeding one (1) square foot 
in area. 



(2) Institutional signs for schools, colleges, churches, or other institutions of 
similar public or semipublic nature provided that; (i) the sign does not 
exceed twenty-five (25) square feet in area, (ii) if freestanding, is not 
more than five (5) feet in height, and/or (iii) not more than one (1) sign is 
placed on a property, unless such property fronts upon two (2) non-
adjoining streets, in which event two (2) signs are permitted, one (1) on 
each frontage. 

(3) Retail businesses and services, where permitted, shall be allowed one 
(1) sign affixed to the front of the building.  The total gross advertising 
area of a sign for a retail business or service shall not exceed ten 
percent (10%) of the area of the first floor frontage, up to but not 
exceeding one hundred (100) square feet.  For buildings with more than 
one (1) retail use or where retail uses are located on floors other than 
the first or street level floor, each use shall be permitted one (1) sign, 
and the maximum area of all signs on a building frontage shall not 
exceed twenty percent (20%) of the area of the first floor frontage. 

(4) Projecting signs are permitted provided they comply with the following 
regulations: 

(a) The maximum projection of a hanging sign from the building 
surface shall not exceed forty-eight (48) inches.  In no event shall 
a projecting sign extend over the street. 

(b) The support of such signs shall be of materials in keeping with the 
character of the district and/or the supporting structure. 

(c) If an existing sign, which predates the adoption of this ordinance, 
is being refaced, then the sign size and style shall not be altered.  
New signs shall not exceed eight (8) square feet. 

(d) Sign shall be not less than eight (8) feet above grade. 

(5) Awning and canopy signs.  See 196-31.7. 

(6) Window signs, not exceeding thirty percent (30%) of the window area to 
which the sign is affixed.  Temporary signs hung in the window of a 
retail business or service location may not exceed fifty percent (50%) of 
the window area and shall not obstruct visibility in such a manor as to 
be unsafe.  

(7) Non-illuminated temporary signs on new construction sites, not 
exceeding twelve (12) square feet, provided that a building permit for 
said construction has been issued and that said sign is removed prior to 
the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 

(8) Directional signs for entry and exits to parking areas, not to exceed four 
(4) square feet in area. 

 
 



§196-31.5 Signs Permitted in the Central Business Districts (CBD)  

In addition to the permitted signs enumerated in 196-31.3.A, the following signs are 
permitted in the CBD: 

(1) Those signs permitted in Residential, Waterfront and Redevelopment 
Districts. 

(2) Bus shelter advertisement signs.  Information is available through the 
Office of the Director of Transportation and Parking. 

(3) Pole signs are permitted, affixed to lamp posts on Washington Street, 
provided the bottom edge of any sign is not less than (8) feet above 
grade, and the sign area does not exceed twelve (12) square feet.  
These sign spaces are reserved for use by the municipality and other 
not-for-profit organizations.  Information and applications are available 
through the Office of Cultural Affairs.    

(4) Free-standing signs such as a-frames, poster stands or similar, are 
permitted for retail business and service locations, provided the 
following criteria are met: 

(a) The number of signs shall be limited to one (1) sign per business 
location. 

(b) The sign shall be located immediately in front of the business for 
which it is advertising, and shall not be more than six (6) feet from 
the entrance to the business. 

(c) No sign shall be located within the sight triangle of an intersection. 

(d) The maximum size of any free-standing sign shall not exceed 
twenty-four (24) by thirty-six (36) inches. 

(e) No sign shall have more than two (2) display faces. 

(f) No sign shall be displayed when there is snow covering more than 
25% of any part of the sidewalk. 

(5) Restaurants shall be permitted one (1) menu display not to exceed 
three (3) square feet attached either to the façade of the building or to 
an approved café divider. 

(6) Temporary banner signs, provided;  

(a) No banner is displayed for more than four (4) weeks. 

(b) No more than one (1) banner is displayed at any time and the total 
area of the banner does not exceed thirty (30) square feet.  

(c) No banner shall be displayed that promote the consumption of 
alcohol or cigarettes. 



 
 

§196-31.6 Signs Permitted in I-1 and I-2 Industrial Zones 

In addition to the permitted signs enumerated in 196-31.3.A, the following signs are 
permitted in the I-1 and I-2 Industrial zones: 

(1) Those signs permitted in Residential, Waterfront, and Redevelopment 
Districts and signs permitted in the Central Business Districts. 

(2) Service stations shall be permitted one (1) lighted pole sign and one (1) 
lighted sign attached flat against the building.  The pole sign shall not 
be closer to any street than thirty (30) feet and shall not exceed a height 
of twenty-five (25) feet or a sign area of forty-eight (48) square feet. 

 
 

§196-31.7 Awning and Canopy Signs. 

A. An awning or canopy sign may be used in lieu of or in combination with a 
permitted wall sign.  In either case the total sign area shall not exceed the 
coverage permitted in 196-31.4 (3) above. 

B. The sign area of an awning shall be calculated based on the total gross 
printed area.  

C. A fixed awning shall project no more than thirty-six (36) inches from the front 
façade of the building to which it is attached. 

D. Retractable awnings are permitted to extend up to but not more than ten (10) 
feet from the building to which they are attached. 

E. The bottom edge of either a fixed or retractable awning shall be not less than 
eight (8) feet or more than ten (10) feet in height above the sidewalk. 

F. A fabric building canopy constructed over a fixed frame shall be limited in use 
to multi-unit residential dwellings (where expressly permitted as part of site-
plan approval), funeral homes, nursing homes, senior housing facilities, 
assisted-living facilities, hospitals and acute patient care facilities.  No canopy 
shall extend beyond the curb-line or ten (10) feet whichever is less.  No 
framework or supporting structure shall encumber the sidewalk or limit the 
public right-of-way. 

G. Awnings and canopies located at the entrance of any dwelling, store or other 
building shall be imprinted with the address of the building.  
 
 

§196-31.8 Lighting Regulations for Signs. 

A. All signs to be lighted, including awning signs, shall be indirectly illuminated 
so that such light source is properly shielded from residences and streets. 



B. Signs using mechanical and/or electrical devices to display movement or the 
illusion of movement are prohibited in all districts. 

C. No sign with red, green, amber or blue in a flashing beam or beacon form 
shall be permitted. 

D. Backlit signs are not permitted in historic districts unless expressly permitted 
by the Historic Preservation Commission. 

E. Neon signs are not permitted in historic districts unless expressly permitted 
by the Historic Preservation Commission. 

F. Signs affixed to a commercial structure that display time and/or temperature 
shall be permitted provided all other sign regulations are met. 
 
 

§196-31.9 Historic Districts; Approval Procedure and Protections. 

A. A Zoning Letter shall accompany all applications to the Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC).  The application shall not be deemed complete and no 
Board hearing shall be scheduled until said letter has been filed with the 
Board secretary. 

B. A Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation Commission 
shall be required for all signs within a historic district or on a designated 
historic landmark. 
 
 

§196-31.10 General Provisions, Maintenance and Appearance.  

A. All signs shall be maintained in a clean and neat-appearing condition, and 
such maintenance, where applicable, shall include regular cleaning; regular 
painting and removal of any peeled, chipped or blistered paint; the renewal or 
replacement, in whole or in part, or any sign which has been caused to crack, 
break, peel or otherwise disintegrate or fall apart. 

B. All signs attached to the ground or to a building or other structure shall be 
thoroughly and rigidly secured and shall be repaired and maintained as 
necessary to keep them secure, safe and free from causing any danger or 
damage to persons or property. 

C. No sign shall be erected or maintained so as to obstruct access to any fire 
escape, window, door, exit or standpipe, or obstruct passage by either 
vehicular or pedestrian traffic on any public or quasi-public right-of-way. 

D. Signs shall be constructed and erected in such a manner as to allow for the 
effects of high winds and other natural forces. 

E. If the Zoning Officer or Building Inspector determines that any sign, now or 
hereafter erected or maintained, is unsafe or insecure or is a menace to the 
public, or has been constructed or erected or is being maintained in such a 



manner as to pose a hazard to persons or property, or has been constructed 
or erected or is being maintained in violation of the provisions of this chapter 
or any other law or ordinance, he/she shall give written notice to the 
permittee, and, if there is no permittee, to the owner of the premises, of such 
violation.  If the permittee or owner fails to remove or alter the sign within ten 
(10) days after such notice, such sign may be removed or altered by the City 
at the expense of the permittee or owner of the premises upon which it is 
located.  The Zoning Officer or Building Inspector may cause any sign which 
is an immediate peril to persons or property to be removed summarily and 
without notice. 

F. Any sign, now or hereafter erected or maintained, which no longer advertises 
a bona fide business conducted or product sold, or notice of a current or 
future event, shall be taken down and removed by the permittee or by the 
owner of the premises, if there is no permittee, within thirty (3) days after 
such business ceases, such product ceases to be sold or such event occurs.  
Upon failure to comply, the Zoning Officer is hereby authorized to cause the 
removal such sign and any expense incident thereto shall be paid by the 
permittee or owner of the premises upon which the sign is located.  The 
Zoning Officer shall thereafter refuse to issue a permit for the erection of any 
sign, awning, canopy or marquee in the City of Hoboken to any permittee or 
property owner who refuses to pay the cost of such removal. 

G. Temporary signs erected for a special event or sale shall be removed by the 
property owner when the event shall have taken place, or after four (4) 
weeks, whichever is less. 
 
 

§196-31.11 Nonconforming Signs.  

Signs lawfully in existence at the effective date of the section, which shall be 
made nonconforming at the passage of this section, shall be allowed to continue 
as of right, regulated as follows: 

(1) Repair of an existing sign is permitted, provided that the cost of repair 
does not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the replacement costs of the 
sign.  If a sign is identified as a landmark sign by the Historic 
Preservation Commission, that sign may be maintained regardless of 
cost. 

(2) The structural alteration of a nonconforming sign shall only be permitted 
if said alteration brings the sign into conformance with this section. 

(3) No permits shall be issued for new signs on single-tenanted properties 
where nonconforming signs exist. 

 
SECTION THREE: REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT PROVISIONS 
  
All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby 
repealed, but only to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, it being the legislative 



intent that all such ordinances or part of ordinances now existing or in effect unless the 
same are in conflict or inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance shall remain in 
effect. 
  
SECTION FOUR: SEVERABILITY 
             
The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable and if any section, 
subsection, sentence, clause or phrase thereof for any reason be held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not effect the 
validity of the remaining sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases of this 
Ordinance, but shall remaining in effect; it being the legislative intent that this Ordinance 
shall stand not withstanding the invalidity of any part. 
  
SECTION FIVE:  EFFECTIVE DATE 
  
This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as provided by law. 
  
SECTION SIX:  CODIFICATION 
  
This ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the City of Hoboken as though codified and 
fully set forth therein.  The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated 
in the official copies of the Code. 
  
The City Clerk and the Corporation Counsel are authorized and directed to change any 
Chapter, Article and/or Section number of the Code of the City of Hoboken in the event 
that the codification of this Ordinance reveals that there is a conflict between the 
numbers and the existing Code, and in order to avoid confusion and possible accidental 
repealers of existing provisions not intended to be repealed. 
 
 
Date of Introduction: February 15, 2012  
 
 
Approved as to Legal Form:    
       
__________________________________ 
Mark A. Tabakin, Corporation Counsel 
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CITY OF HOBOKEN 

ORDINANCE NO. _________ 

  

AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE CHAPTER 147 ENTITLED “MOBILE RETAIL FOOD 

VENDORS”  
  

WHEREAS, there is a need for codification of rules and regulations relating to mobile retail food 

vendors within the City; and,   

  

WHEREAS, Chapter 147 is hereby created to codify licensing, and rules and regulations relating to 

mobile retail food vendors; and,   

  

WHEREAS, additional amendments to other Chapters of the Hoboken City Code in order to maintain 

consistency between Chapters.      

  

WHEREAS, in addition to any and all other City Council legislative powers allowed by law, the City 

Council may, at their discretion, and upon the request of interested parties, review the efficacy of this 

new legislation one year from the date of final adoption.    

  

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Hoboken does hereby Ordain as follows:  

  

SECTION ONE: ESTABLISHMENT OF HOBOKEN CODE CHAPTER 147, ENTITLED 

“MOBILE RETAIL FOOD VENDORS”   
  

Chapter 147 is hereby established and entitled “Mobile Retail Food Vendors” as follows (additions 

subsequent to first introduction are noted by double underline, deletions subsequent to first reading are 

noted in double strikethrough):  

  

  
Article I – General Regulations  

  
§147-1.1 Purpose  
  

a. The City of Hoboken encourages the growth of Mobile Retail Food Vendors within the City of Hoboken 

while regulating the side effects of this growing industry, such as parking , traffic and waste disposal;  

 

  

b. This Chapter seeks to regulate Mobile Retail Food Vendors through the annual issuance of licenses and 

permits. This Chapter will assist the City with keeping record of Mobile Retail Food Vendor business 

within the City. License and permit fees will cover the cost of enforcement and administrative duties.   

 

  

c. This Chapter limits the proximity of Mobile Food Trucks to brick and mortar restaurants to secure safe 

and adequately spaced sidewalks in case of a fire, flood, and other natural or manmade disaster;  

 



  

d. This Chapter seeks to limit the interaction between uses which are incompatible in character. While 

serving similar purposes, selling food to residents, mobile food trucks and brick and mortar restaurants 

function separately and are not complimentary in nature.  

 

  

e. This Chapter seeks to protect the character of stable commercial areas and to provide sufficient space in 

appropriate locations for each use. The City seeks to locate Mobile Food Trucks in areas to better serve 

mobile populations. The City seeks to promote a desirable visual environment through limiting the 

interaction of each respective use.  

 

  

f. This chapter is not intended to effect, and shall not apply to activities conducted on private property.  

 

  

§147-1.2 Scope  
  

The provisions of this section shall apply to mobile food operations engaged in the business of cooking, 

preparing, and/or distributing food or beverage from Mobile Retail Food Vendors on public property within 

the City of Hoboken.   

  

§147-1.3 Definitions  
  

MOBILE RETAIL FOOD VENDOR: any movable restaurant or retail food establishment in or on which 

food and beverage are transported, stored, or prepared for retail sale or given away at temporary locations.  

The term mobile retail vendor shall include and incorporate the term mobile retail food vendors, as defined 

in §115-1. Only the following mobile units shall be allowed within the City limits for use as a mobile retail 

food vendor, none of which shall exceed 35 feet in length:  

  

MOBILE RETAIL MOTORIZED FOOD VENDOR – A food establishment that is located upon a 

motorized vehicle where food or beverage is cooked, prepared and served for individual portion service. 

Such food vendors much comply with this Chapter and all requirements of this Chapter, as well as any other 

applicable Section of this Code. Shall also be known as Mobile Retail Food Vendors.  

  

MOBILE RETAIL NON-MOTORIZED FOOD VENDOR – Movable non-motorized unit (i.e., pushcart) 

where food or beverage is transported, stored, or prepared for retail sale or given away at temporary 

locations.   

  

MOBILE RETAIL PRE-PACKAGED FOOD VENDORS - A food establishment that is located upon a 

motorized vehicle where pre-packaged food or beverage is served for individual portion service. Mobile 

retail pre-packaged food vendors shall be subject to Chapter 146, and shall be exempt from the regulations 

of this Chapter 147.   

  

BLOCK -   

 

BLOCK FACE -   

  

  

§147-1.4 Hours of Operation   



  

a. Weekdays: Sunday through Thursday, Mobile Retail Food Vendors shall operate between the hours of 

6:00 AM to 9:00 PM.  

 

  

b. Weekends: Friday and Saturday, Mobile Retails Food Vendors shall operate between the hours of 6:00 

AM and 11:00 PM  

 

  

§147-1.5 Prohibition Against the Transfer of a License and/or Permit  
  

a. No person holding a Mobile Retail Food Vendor license and/or permit shall sell, lend, lease or in any 

manner transfer any interest in a Mobile Retail Food Vendor license and/or permit.   

 

  

b. A license and/or permit holder may transfer said item as part of the sale of a majority of the stock in a 

corporation holding such a license and/or permit, as part of the sale of a majority of the membership 

interests of a limited liability company holding such license and/or permit, or as part of the sale of a 

business or substantially all of its assets; provided that there shall be no allocated or actual value for the 

transfer of the license and/or permit, and provided that:   

 

  

i. Prior to any such transfer, the transferor shall notify the Director of the Department of Health and Human 

Service’s Health Officer and the Director of the Department of Transportation and Parking, in writing, and 

the transferee shall submit a mobile retail food vendor health license application and parking permit for 

approval. which approval must occur prior to transfer.  Licenses and permits which are transferred prior to 

approval shall be null and void as of the date and time of transfer, if not previously approved pursuant to this 

Section.    

 

  

ii. Any such transfer shall be subject to the terms and conditions of the original license and/or permit.   

 

  

iii. A transfer fee of twenty five dollars ($25.00) payable to the City Clerk, and any and all application fees 

described in this Chapter, shall be received prior to any transfer being approved.    

 

  

c. Any unauthorized transfer or attempt to transfer a license and/or permit shall automatically void such 

item. Additionally, whoever violates this provision, including both the transferor and transferee, shall be 

subject to penalties pursuant to Section 147-1.10.   

 

  

§147-1.6 Operation of Mobile Retail Food Vendors  
  

a. Any Mobile Retail Food Vendor being operated without a valid Mobile Retail Food Vendor license 

and/or permit shall be deemed a public safety hazard and may be ticketed and impounded.   

 

  

b. Mobile vendor licensees shall be required to display the mobile retail vendor license and/or permit 

prominently when located in a permitted location.  Being the lawful holder  

 



 

of a City of Hoboken mobile vendor license and/or permit shall not be a valid defense to a citation for 

failure to prominently display the license in violation of this Chapter.    

 

  

c. No City of Hoboken employee shall own more than 10% of any Mobile Retail Food Vendor license 

and/or permit.  

 

  

§147-1.7 Enforcement   
  

Unless otherwise specified herein, this chapter shall be enforced by any Code Enforcement Officer, Parking 

Enforcement Officer, the Hoboken Police Department, and/or the Health Officer.   

  

§147-1.8 Mobile Retail Motorized Food Vendor Fees and Regulations    
  

§147-1.8.1 License Fees   
  

a. Mobile Retail Motorized Food Vendor Business License – The application fee for a license or any 

renewal of a license granted by the City shall be $500. The cost of the annual Health Certificate shall be 

included in this fee.    

 

  

b. Mobile Retail Motorized Food Vendor Parking Permit – Mobile 

Retail Motorized Food Vendors operating within the City of 

Hoboken are required to purchase an annual Parking Permit.  Permits 

are available as follows:    

 

  

   
1. The Parking Permit shall be renewable on an annual basis.  

 

  

2. Parking Permit Extended Time Endorsements:  Applicant’s with both a valid Business License and 

Parking Permit may seek an Extended Time Endorsement on their Parking Permits. This endorsement will 

allow mobile vendors to extend their stay in metered parking zones beyond the customary 2 hours allowed 

under Section 190-29.8. This fee for extended parking shall be based on the length a mobile vending 

vehicle. This fee shall be $20 dollars per linear foot. Length of vehicle will be determined by the City at the 

time of the annual Health Inspection. Extended time endorsement shall not exempt Mobile Food Vendors 

from paying the standard rates when parked in metered parking zones.    

 

  

§147-1.9 Supplemental Regulations    
  

a. Mobile Retail Food Vendors shall not exceed 35 feet, this number may be increased upon special written 

request, at the discretion of the Director of Transportation and Parking   

 

  

Time 

Length  

Annual 

Amount   

4 Day 

Weekly  

$1,600  

7 Day 

Weekly  

$2,500  

 



 

b. Mobile Retail Food Vendors shall not provide or allow any dining area, including but not limited to 

tables, chairs, booths, bar stools, benches, and standup counters.   

 

  

c. The City reserves the right to temporarily move any Mobile Retail Food Vendor to a nearby location for 

emergency purposes as determined in the sole discretion of the City.    

 

  

d. Any permit not used for a period of fourteen (14) consecutive days or longer shall be revoked by the City.   

 

  

e. All licensees and permitees shall comply with all applicable state statutes, all applicable City of Hoboken 

ordinances, and any other law or regulation which may be applicable under the given circumstances.  

 

  

f. Mobile Retail Food Vendors shall comply with all ordinances, laws and regulations relating to noise in 

effect by the City of Hoboken, County of Hudson and State of New Jersey.   

 

  

g. During periods of Special Events, as herein defined, the Director of the Department of Health and Human 

Services may suspend Sections 147-1.9 and 147-3.4 of this Chapter.  The Director of Health and Human 

Services at his/her sole discretion, may declare, in writing with notice to all licensed and/or permitted 

Mobile Retail Food Vendors, that any event within the City of Hoboken is a “Special Event” for purposes of 

this section.  

 

  

h. Mobile Retail Food Vendors shall maintain an on-vehicle GPS-based system that transmits standard GPS 

latitude and longitude coordinates in a format/protocol compatible with the City's GPS tracking 

systems/maps, and shall make these data openly available to the public and the City of Hoboken for 

tracking and enforcement purposes.  GPS coordinates shall be broadcast no less frequent than once every 

five minutes and shall transmit these coordinates whenever the vehicle is within City limits.  Vendors 

should be aware that enforcement of overlapping vendor operations will be documented via these data, so 

non-functioning or delayed data service will significantly impact any determination called for by the City as 

to which vendor arrived first at a particular location.  

 

  

1. Violators of this subsection (h) shall, upon conviction, be subject to a fine not exceeding $250, or 

imprisonment for a period not exceeding ninety (90) days, or both. These penalties are in addition to any 

penalties resulting from separate violations incurred under this Chapter.   

 

  

§147-1.10  Violations and Penalties  
  

Unless otherwise specified herein, any person violating any provision of this Chapter shall, upon conviction 

thereof before the Municipal Court, be subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000, or imprisonment for a period 

not exceeding ninety (90) days, or both.  The amount of such fine and/or imprisonment shall be determined 

by the sound discretion of the Municipal Judge. In addition to the aforementioned penalties, and as provided 

for herein, violations of this Chapter may subject the license to suspension or revocation as provided for 

herein.  



  

Article II – Health Regulations  
  

§147-2.1 Mobile Retail Food Vendor License Required  
  

a. No person of business entity, including a religious or charitable organization, shall operate as a Mobile 

Retail Food Vendor on any public property within the City of Hoboken without a license issued by the City 

of Hoboken and a Health Certificate issued by the Department of Health and Human Services’ Health 

Officer.   

 

  

b. The Department of Health and Human Services’ Health Officer may, from time to time, set a limit on the 

number of total licenses that may be issued or renewed per year; however, no more than one license may be 

issued to a single person or business entity or both.   

 

  

i. Mobile Retail Motorized Food Vendor: No more than 25 mobile retail food vendor licenses will be issued 

by the Department of Health and Human Services’ annually.   

 

  

ii. Mobile Retail Non-Motorized Food Vendor: No more than 50 mobile retail food vendor licenses will be 

issued by the Department of Health and Human Services’ annually.  

 

  

§147-2.2 Application for a Mobile Retail Food Vendor License and Health Certificate  
  

Any person desiring a business license and/or health certificate shall file with the Hoboken Division of 

Health an application which shall contain the following information:  

a. The name of the applicant.  

b. If a trade name is used, whether the applicant is an individual, partnership, association or corporation. For 

any business entity, include names and addresses of all partners, members, officers and shareholders 

holding greater than 10% interest.    

c. The address of the applicant and telephone number.  

d. The names and addresses of the persons from which goods making up the stock were or are to be 

purchased.  

e. Three business references.  

f. The place or places of residence of the applicant, and any individual listed in accordance with subsection 

(b), for the preceding three years.  

g. A description of the food items to be sold.  

h. If the applicant is a corporation, the state in which its Charter is registered and the registered agent's name 

and address in this state.  

 



 

i. The number and nature of any arrests or convictions against the applicant, officers, partners or any 

salesmen to be employed.  

j. As to the application, there must be appended a letter or, when applicable, a corporate resolution from the 

firm authorizing the person signing the application to act as its representative and certifying that the 

information is correct and accurate.  

k. Whether the applicant, in previously operating in this state under a business license, has had such license 

revoked or suspended and, if so, the reasons therefore (Motorized).  

l. The make and model of vehicle, state license plate number, drivers identification number, copy of current 

insurance, and copy of state registration (Motorized).  

 

§147-2.3 Enforcement  
  

The Hoboken Heath Officer shall have the authority to enforce all sections of this Article.  

 

§147-2.4 Supplemental Regulations    
  

The Department of Health and Human Services Health Officer is hereby authorized to promulgate 

additional rules and regulations appropriate for the implementation of this section, and, if necessary, work 

with other agencies and departments of the City and State to establish a streamlined process for the 

licensing of Mobile Retail Food Vendors provided that:  

  

a. Such rules and regulations are in writing and served on all licensees at least seven (7) days prior to 

enforcement; and,   

 

  

b. Mobile food vendors shall provide trash and recycling receptacles on or at their facility, and are 

responsible for litter within 5 feet of the licensed vehicle. All waste containers shall be emptied by and at the 

expense of the Mobile Retail Food Vendor operator.   

 

  

§147-2.4 Inspection    
  

a. Inspectional Services: Mobile Retail Food Vendors are subject to all applicable regulations found in 

Hoboken Code Section 115-2.   

 

  

b. Mobile Retail Food Vendors will have 45 days from being issued a Business License, per Section 

147-1.8.1a, to complete a Health Inspection. Failure to complete a Health Inspection in this 45 day 

timeframe will result in revocation of the Business License.    

 

  

§147-2.5 License and Health Certificate Renewal  
  

Business licenses and Health Certificates shall be valid from January 1 to December 31 of the year stated 

thereupon, regardless of the date the license and/or certificate is granted by the City. There is no right to 

renewal of business licenses or health certificates hereunder.    



  

Article III – Parking Regulations  
  

§147-3.1 Mobile Retail Food Vendor Parking Permit Required  
  

a. No person of business entity, including a religious or charitable organization, shall operate as a Mobile 

Retail Food Vendor on any public property within the City of Hoboken without a parking permit issued by 

the Department of Transportation and Parking.   

 

  

b. The City of Hoboken may, from time to time, set a limit on the number of total parking permits that may 

be issued and/or renewed per year; however, no more than one permit may be issued to a single person or 

business entity or both. All applicants for a Mobile Retail Food Vendor Parking Permit must show proof of 

a current business license and health certificate prior approval of the parking permit application.    

 

  

c. No person shall operate a Mobile Retail Motorized Vehicle without the granting of a parking permit.   

 

  

§147-3.2.1 Application for a Mobile Retail Food Vendor Parking Permit  
  

Any person desiring a permit shall file with the Department of Transportation and Parking an application 

which shall contain the following information:  

  

a. A copy of a current Hoboken Mobile Retail Food Vendor business license;  

 

  

b. A notarized letter from the business owner authorizing an individual as a responsible officer of the 

business, if the applicant is not the owner;  

 

  

c. Verification that there is no off-street parking contractually provided to the business address as 

determined by the Parking Utility;  

 

  

d. The regular working hours of the owner or nonresident employee(s) listed on the application for whom a 

business permit is sought;  

 

  

e. Whether the applicant, in previously operating in this state under a license, has had such license revoked 

or suspended and, if so, the reasons therefore   

 

  

f. The make and model of vehicle, state license plate number, drivers identification number, copy of state 

registration, vehicle insurance information and copy of current valid motorized Mobile Food Vendor 

License.   

 

  

g. A description of the food items to be sold.  

 

  



h. Any other information as required by the Parking Utility. 

 

§147-3.2.2 Parking Permit Renewal 

 

Mobile Retail Food Vendor permits shall be valid from January 1 to December 31 of the year stated 

thereupon, regardless of the date the permit is granted by the City.  There is no right to renewal of parking 

permits hereunder.   

   

§147-3.3 Enforcement   
  

Hoboken Parking Enforcement Officers and the Hoboken Police Department shall have the authority to 

enforce all sections of this Article.   

  

§147-3.4 Mobile Retail Motorized Food Vendor Regulations    
  

The Department of Transportation and Parking is hereby authorized to promulgate additional rules and 

regulations appropriate for the implementation of this Section, and, if necessary, work with other agencies 

and departments of the City and State to establish a streamlined process for the permitting of Mobile Retail 

Food Vendors provided that such rules and regulations are in writing and served on all permits at least seven 

(7) days prior to enforcement; and,   

  

   

a. Parking   

 

  

i. Mobile Retail Food Vendors shall be parked and/or conduct business at a minimum 75 foot distance from 

the business entrance of any menu-serving restaurant.   

 

  

ii. Mobile Retail Food Vendors may not occupy Resident Only parking spaces.  

 

  

iii. Mobile Retail Food Vendors in possession of a Mobile Retail Motorized Food Vendor Parking Permit, 

per Section 147-1.8.1.b , may occupy any parking space in a permit-only zone within the City for up to 4 

consecutive hours unless otherwise restricted and may occupy any parking space in a metered zone for up to 

2 consecutive hours unless otherwise restricted.   

 

  

iv. Mobile Retail Food Vendors in possession of a Mobile Retail Motorized Food Vendor Parking Permit 

with an Extended Parking Endorsement per Section 147-1.8.1.b.2 may occupy any parking space in a 

permit-only zone within the City for up to 4 consecutive hours unless otherwise restricted, and may occupy 

any parking space in a metered zone for up to 6 consecutive hours unless otherwise restricted, and may 

occupy any combination of metered spaces for up to 8 hours so long as time in any one space does not 

exceed 6 hours and the metered spaces utilized are not be on the same street segment that is between two 

intersections. 

v. Mobile Retail Food Vendors must pay for their first two (2) hours at a metered parking space and, if in 

possession of a Parking Permit, must display receipt of payment verification for these two (2) hours for the 

entire period of any parking event.   

 



vi. No Mobile Retail Food Vendor shall be parked on the street overnight, or left unattended and unsecured 

at any time food is kept in the Mobile Retail Food Vendor unit.  

 

  

vii. Any Mobile Retail Food Vendor unit which is found to be unattended or parked during overnight hours 

shall be considered a public safety hazard and may be ticketed and impounded.   

 

  

viii. Mobile Retail Food Vendors shall not be eligible for a business parking permit.   

 

  

ix. There shall be no more than two (2) Mobile Retail Food Vendors parked within any street segment not 

interrupted by intersections.   

 

Article IV – Non-Motorized Mobile Retail Food Vendors  
   

§147-4.1 Mobile Retail Non-Motorized Food Vendor Fees and Regulations    
  

§147-4.1.1 License Fees   
  

a. Mobile Retail Non-Motorized Food Vendor Health Department Certificate – The application fee for a 

health certificate or a renewal of a health certificate from the Hoboken Division of Health shall be $15.  

 

  

b. Mobile Retail Non-Motorized Food Vendor Annual Business License – The annual fee required for the 

issuance or renewal of a Mobile Retail Non-Motorized Food Vendor business license shall be $150.   

 

  

§147-4.1.2 Supplemental Regulations    
  

a. No non-motorized retail food vendor shall remain at the same location on any sidewalk or street for more 

than thirty (30) minutes without transacting a sale.   At the expiration of the thirty (30) minute period, the 

vendor must move location by at least thirty (30) feet.   

 

  

1. For purposes of this Article, “sale” shall mean the transaction of vendor’s goods in return for valuable 

consideration.  

 

  

2. Immediately after any sale, the thirty (30) minute period begins anew.   

 

  

3. The vendor may not return to any location from which he has moved in accordance with the requirements 

of this subsection or to any place within thirty (30) feet of the location for at least two hours two (2) hours.    

 

  

b. Any locations upon which a Mobile Retail Non-Motorized Food Vendor parks, stops or remains, 

pursuant to this Section, shall not violate any City promulgated parking ordinances or regulations, or state 

or federal statutes and/or regulations.  c. Non-motorized retail food vendors shall be a minimum of 10 feet 

from any crosswalk.  

 



  

d. Non-motorized retail food vendors shall be a minimum of 10 feet from any fire hydrant.  

 

  

e. Non-motorized retail food vendors shall not park any vehicle used for the transportation of 

non-motorized food vending units in the street in violation of the City’s parking ordinances or state statute.   

 

  

f. All non-motorized vending under this Article shall occur on the sidewalk.  Non-motorized vending 

under this Article shall not take place on the street.    

 

  

g. Non-motorized retail food vendors units shall not be placed in any location that restricts sidewalk width 

to less than 5 feet.   

 

  

h. Vehicles used to transport such vendor units shall not park in violation of any section of parking codes   

  
SECTION TWO:  AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 115   
The following amendments shall be made to Chapter 115 (additions noted in underline, deletions noted 

in strikethrough; additions subsequent to first introduction are noted by double underline, deletions 

subsequent to first reading are noted in double strikethrough):   

  

Section 115-1:  Definitions   
  

Mobile Retail Food Establishment:  The definitions in N.J.A.C. 8:24-1.3 “Definitions.”  Shall have 

the meaning as defined in N.J.A.C. 8:24-1.5, and shall include Mobile Retail Motorized Food Vendor 

and Mobile Retail Non-Motorized Food Vendor, as defined in Chapter 147 of the Hoboken City Code.    

  

Section 115-10.8:  Mobile Retail Vendors  
  

A mobile retail vendor shall not park his vehicle or pushcart for a period longer than the time it takes to 

make a sale to a customer.  Mobile retail food vendors shall at all times comply with Chapter 147 of 

the Hoboken City Code.    

  

SECTION THREE:  AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 128  
The following amendments shall be made to Chapter 128 (additions noted in underline, deletions noted 

in strikethrough; additions subsequent to first introduction are noted by double underline, deletions 

subsequent to first reading are noted in double strikethrough):   

  

Section 128-5:  Business Licenses; Fees   
  

1.  Food Businesses   
  

Business           Fee  
  

Vendor (Mobile Retail Non-Motorized    $150.00    

Food Vendor)  

  

Vendor (Mobile Retail Motorized      See §147-1.8.1(a)  



Food Vendor)   

  

Vendor, hot dog (push cart)       $175.00  

  

Vendor, mobile vehicle (not to exceed 15 feet) $500.00  

(Mobile vendors and hot dog pushcarts not to   

Exceed a total of 50 licenses feet)  

  

SECTION FOUR:  AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 146   
The following amendments shall be made to Chapter 146 (additions noted in underline, deletions noted 

in strikethrough):   

  

Section 146-1:  Definitions   
  

PEDDLER OR VENDOR  
A person, commonly referred to either as a "transient merchant," "itinerant merchant," or "salesman," 

"peddler," "vendor" or other such person, who goes from place to place by traveling on the streets, or 

from house to house, and carries or transports with him pre-packaged foodstuffs, goods, wares and 

merchandise for the purpose of selling and delivering them to consumers, or who, without carrying or 

transporting merchandise, sells or proposes to sell services of any kind.  This definition shall include 

Mobile Retail Pre-Packaged Food Vendors, as defined in Code Section 147-1.3.    

  

Section 146-2:  Nonapplicability   
The provisions of this Article shall not affect any nonprofit-making vendor or any person duly licensed 

by the Commissioner of Banking and Insurance or the Real Estate Commission of the State of New 

Jersey.  

The provisions of the Article shall not affect any business which falls within the meaning of Mobile 

Retail Food Vendor, as defined in Chapter 147 of the Hoboken City Code, except Mobile Retail 

Pre-Packaged Food Vendors.   

 

SECTION FIVE: REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT PROVISIONS  
   

            All ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby 

repealed, but only to the extent of such conflict or inconsistency, it being the legislative intent that all 

such ordinances or part of ordinances now existing or in effect unless the same are in conflict or 

inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance shall remain in effect.  

 

SECTION SIX: SEVERABILITY  
              

            The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable and if any section, 

subsection, sentence, clause or phrase thereof for any reason be held to be invalid or unconstitutional 

by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 

sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance, but shall remaining in effect; it 

being the legislative intent that this Ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.  

   

SECTION SEVEN:  EFFECTIVE DATE  

   

       This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication as provided by law.     

   

http://www.ecode360.com/15252254#15252254


SECTION EIGHT:  CODIFICATION  
   

This ordinance shall be a part of the Code of the City of Hoboken as though codified and fully set forth 

therein.  The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the official copies of 

the Code.  

   

The City Clerk and the Corporation Counsel are authorized and directed to change any Chapter, Article 

and/or Section number of the Code of the City of Hoboken in the event that the codification of this 

Ordinance reveals that there is a conflict between the numbers and the existing Code, and in order to 

avoid confusion and possible accidental repealers of existing provisions not intended to be repealed.  

   

Date of Introduction: February 1, 2012  

Introduction:  

Councilperson Yea Nay Abstain No Vote  

Theresa Castellano     

Peter Cunningham     

Jen Giattino     

Carol Marsh     

Elizabeth Mason     

David Mello     

Tim Occhipinti     

Michael Russo     

President Ravi Bhalla     

 

Final Reading 

Councilperson Yea Nay Abstain No Vote 

Theresa Castellano     

Peter Cunningham     

Jen Giattino     

Carol Marsh     

Elizabeth Mason     

David Mello     

Tim Occhipinti     

Michael Russo     

President Ravi Bhalla     

 

Approved as to Legal Form:      Vetoed by the Mayor for the following 
      reasons:       
             
_________________________________         
Mark A. Tabakin, Corporation Counsel          
             
Adopted by the Hoboken City Council    -or- 

By a Vote of  ____ Yeas to  ____ Nays     Approved by the Mayor 
On the ____ day of _____, 2011    On the ___ day of _____, 2011  
 
_____________________________          
James Farina, City Clerk    Dawn Zimmer, Mayor  
 

 


	3.7.12.ordinance.second.reading.190.parking.in.front.of.driveways
	3.7.12.ordinance.second.reading.Chapter.196.ARTICLE.IX.Signs.revised.with.cover.letter
	Zoning Signs & Signage Cover Memo 02-09-12 to Council
	2.15.12.first.reading.ordinance.Chapter.196.ARTICLE.IX.Signs.revised

	3.7.12.ordinance.second.reading.w.corrective.revisions.after.first.reading.chapter.147.mobile.vendor.zone

